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Town of La Pointe Regular Planning and Zoning Town Plan Commission
Meeting Minutes

430 pm, June 2", 2026 at Town Hall

https://us02web.zoom.us/|/85817354068?pwd=WWY4REFXZ3dLaVROQXIMOWV3WVB4dz09

Members Present: Chair Paul Wilharm, Charles Brummer, Jim Peters, Suellen Soucek, Aimee
Baxter

Staff Present: ZA Richard M Kula, TA Max Imholte

Public Present: Paul Brummer, Heidi Lahm-Huber (via zoom), Steve McHugh (via zoom)

| Call to Order/Roll Call

I1. Public Comment (less than 1 minute) — Paul Brummer commented that when it
comes to the Healing Motion CUP, he hopes that the TPC and the Town Board
realizes that it needs to align with the zoning ordnance and the comprehensive plan
per State law.

III.  Zoning Administrator Report (Verbal & Written) - RKula provided a written
summary to the Team and briefed the team, from a very high level, on his
accomplishments during the month. He thanked the TPC for their efforts on the
Zoning Ordinance and conducting the Public Hearing on May 20™. Of the 8 land use
permits on the agenda, tonight we will be reviewing 5. All permit applications that
were submitted through May 31 are on the agenda. While not relevant to the TPC
group, we were selected for a WISCOM radio grant, which is a great win for the
Town of La Pointe. Also included in a brief high-level summary of permits issued
year to date comparing this year to the two previous years. What is noticeable is that
in May 2024 there were 6 dwelling permits issued, May of 2025 had 1, and in May
2026 there were no new dwelling permits. RKula is also working with property
owners as they define their projects including the pumphouse on Nebraska Row and
the 6™ Street Vacation. Rental permit renewals are in process with the deadline
approaching in mid-June (June 14", but because it falls on a Sunday, June 15"). As
of today, there have been 8 commercial, 1 long term and 19 daily permits issued. On
May 8", RKula presented to the Coastal Hazards of Lake Superior Group — Beyond
the Code webinar. He was one of three presenters (to a group of approximately 44)
and presented on what the Town does to go above and beyond just the zoning
ordinance. He also continued to participate in the Great Lakes Islands Alliance
monthly webinars.

IV.  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

e
1



TB (5) TPC (5) Clerk (1) File (1) Email: Town Administrator; Assistant Administrator; Clerk; Deputy Clerk;
La Pointe Shop

a. Regular TPC Meeting — May 6, 2026 — SSoucek noted that David Ehlen and
Jill Eoloff both participated via zoom. ABaxter made a motion to approve the
meeting minutes with the noted corrections. SSoucek seconded. All voted in
favor. Motion passed.

b. Public Hearing — May 20, 2026 — CBrummer made a motion to approve the
meeting minutes as presented. SSoucek seconded. All voted in favor. Motion
passed.

V. Old Business
a. Review, Discuss and possibly approve land use permit applications including
but not limited to:

i. 277 Raymond Rd — Catherine Ashe — Carport, Shed - RKula
indicated that the proposed project meets the setbacks and is in order.
CBrummer made a motion to approve the land permit as submitted.
ABaxter seconded. All voted in favor. Motion passed.

ii. 1400 Middle Rd — Deborah Knopf — Travel Trailer — CBrummer asked
if there was any sanitary for this travel trailer. RKula replied that they can
hook it up to the existing holding tank. RKula stated it meets the required
setbacks and is not located in a wetland. CBrummer made a motion to
approve the land use permit application as submitted. SSoucek seconded.
All voted in favor. Motion passed.

iii. 3756 Big Bay Road — Michelle Canney — Tiny Home, Land —
Disturbance, Fill & Grade, Sauna, Boat Shed, Gravel Pad - We don’t
have the final application yet as there is a wetland that we are evaluating.
RKula has a call with the property owner on June 3™ and he has been in
coordination with the DNR.

iv. 351 Old Fort Road — Philip & Amy Goldman — Deck Expansion &
Sauna — SSoucek asked where it was going to go. RKula clarified that it
will be between the house and the lake and it marked well on site.
CBrummer asked if it was more than 75 feet from the Ordinance High
Water Mark. RKula confirmed and believed it to be about 148 feet.
CBrummer made a motion to approve the land use permit application as
submitted. SSoucek seconded. All voted in favor. Motion passed.

v. 915 Nebraska Row — Elouise Woods — Pump House
Repair/Modernization — As of June 2", we don’t have a land use
application submitted to formally review. RKula is working with the
property owner.

vi. 348 Bojo Lane — Kevin Dooley — Shed/Sauna — RKula confirmed that
this was the project that was started before a permit was required. RKula
is working with the property owner on the size and setbacks. It will
require at least an Ashland County permit. The Town Building Inspector,
while he hasn’t been there yet, has seen photos RKula took on his site
visit.

vii. 490 Mondamin Trail — Paul Turner — Land Disturbing, Shed & Deck
— RKula provided an overview of the project including that the tiny home
on the neighboring will be relocated to this property. CBrummer asked
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b.

about sanitary, which RKula replied that they have a composting toilet that
was previously permitted. The branches and logs represent the size of the
unit and location. CBrummer made a motion to approve the land use
permit application as submitted. ABaxter seconded. All voted in favor.
Motion passed.
viii. 1758 North Shore Road — Richard Kula & Wendy Toth — Land

Disturbance — RKula disclosed that this permit is for Wendy and himself.
The project is putting a half moon addition on to the west end of the
driveway. Six trees would be stumped. The proposed site is marked and
the trees are identified, as shown in the picture. CBrummer made a
motion to approve the land use permit application as submitted. SSoucek
seconded. All voted in favor. Motion passed.

Zoning Ordinance Re-Write — Review Public Hearing Comments from May

20™ — Next Steps — CBrummer would like to discuss the density comments made
by Mr. Haecker; specifically R-1, R-2 and R-3. Where the sewer is established,
from a practicality stand point, that is where you are going to want the higher
density. SSoucek asked if we have a map. RKula indicated that we do and he can
get additional copies for the Team. While it has been a few years, the property
owners in the historical area could explore if they are eligible to be considered as
a historic district/neighborhood. Right now R-2 is a very small area. SSoucek
asked about the capacity of the sanitary system. PBrummer was acknowledged
by the Chair. The sewer system was originally installed because there were a lot
of tiny lots which all had drain fields which basically didn’t work and drained into
the lake. Then there were a lot of housing units considered for the golf course. It
was felt that it just wouldn’t work. The options were to put in a sewer system or
there would be a construction/moratorium. The sewer system was built much
larger than it needed to be. He believes that it is rated for 163,000 gallons a day.
During the summer, it is processing maybe 110,000 gallons a day, so a lot of
room remains. That doesn’t consider the strength of the waste coming in.
Components are regularly being evaluated and testing and treating has increased.
Chloride and acid is being added. Locations to land spread are limited to maybe
one. People are building today out away from the existing system and installing
holding tanks. Existing pumps are from the 1970s. The upgrade will install
modern equipment so that parts are readily available. CBrummer acknowledged
that there is a tipping point. We can’t let 20-acre parcels be subdivided into 5-
acre parcels. We might get to the point we can’t expand. RKula introduced the
signage comments (directional) that were submitted by Mr. Steve McHugh. He is
interested in applying signage in a manner to support his business. Directional
signage is included in State statutes. It is something that we have started
researching. JPeters developed a list of potential changes from the Public
Hearing. These included removing unnecessary language in R-1 and R-2. Re-
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zoning discussion will be discussed soon. Timeframes and procedures for
processing land use permits were discussed and setting time frames for review.
Also, we would insert language to inform the complainant every 60 days as to the
status of the action taken. CBrummer had concerns about adding health care
facility outside of the shoreland overlay zones. He also wanted to limit the
number of events a year. It is expanded to 6 months. Off premises directional
signs need to be discussed. Something should be added where the Town Board is
in compliance with the Zoning Ordinance for the Conditional Use Permits.

Maybe add some language in Section 7 under page 83 where the Town Board will
consider the recommendation in compliance with the provisions of this zoning
ordinance. CBrummer will provide JPeters a list of all of his comments.
CBrummer also thought the height information provided by Mark Weir should be
considered by the TPC. It is worth discussing. The Zoning Ordinance Re-Write
will be on the next agenda. Maybe just have a meeting to discuss it.

6" Street Vacation Update — RKula provided an update that there will be a
Town Board Public Hearing on July 8. TPC recommended it be considered by
the Town Board, which the Town Board recommended during the May 12" Town
Board Meeting. It will be here on July 8" and published in the Ashland Daily
Press starting on June 18" for three consecutive weeks.

Above Ground Holding Tank Update — On May 20", RKula heard back from
the State that as long as the County is on board with our language, the State would
be ok with it. RKula still needs to talk to the two companies that provide pump
out services on the Island. The draft language is in the DRAFT Zoning
Ordinance. JPeters inquired if the Sanitary District would have to dilute it.

RKula indicated that the gray water would have to be also contained, which
would help dilute it. ABaxter asked if it was limited to a number of units in use at
once on the Island. RKula thought the criteria was limited enough that it would
result in no more than 10 annually with the appropriate restrictions.

VI. New Business

a.

Healing Motion Conditional Use Permit Discussion & Next Steps — SSoucek
believes that it is a good idea, the issue is how to address the zoning issues.
JPeters stated that one way of permitting it would be to have a health care facility
outside of the shoreline overlay district. He felt it was the simplest way of doing
it. The owner would have to submit a CUP. CBrummer is concerned that you are
expanding into residential zones. People buy property in S-1 for seclusion and
their ability to enjoy their property may be diminished. Every time an exception
to the rules are granted it makes it harder to enforce the rules. It will affect things
down the road. Sometimes you must make tough decisions. PWilharm stated that
it is a busier location than the airport. SSoucek indicated that the public supports
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it and PWilharm added that the public was here to have the TPC change the
ordinance. CBrummer also said that we need to follow the comprehensive plan.
PWilharm clarified that this is situation where lots of people showed up and sent
in support of the facility. CBrummer thought it might be worthwhile to send out a
survey to S-1 property owners. JPeters supported this suggestion. There are
probably at least a couple hundred property owners? ABaxter asked how hard it
would be to move the Yurt. There is a lot of infrastructure that goes with it (i.e.
solar). There is no free space in C-1 to move it. PWilharm asked if we could re-
zone that part of the parcel Town property. The Town would have control over it.
Then the Town could lease the property at a minimal amount to the organization
that wants to run the Yurt. There was discussion about what zone it would
become, if donated to the Town. A Government & Institution Zoning District
allows a public educational facility and a health care facility, which this falls
under. CBrummer thinks it is the only agreeable option and we should explore it
further. PWilharm stated that we have some consensus and RKula will look into
the issues further for the next meeting.

VII. Future Agenda Items

VIII. Extended Public Comment (less than S minutes) - Steve McHugh hopes that the
Town will consider the State Directional Sign Statute that he suggested. Paul Brummer
indicated that maybe there could be some sort of overlay district for the historical area
(Nebraska Row). Secondly, concerning the above ground holding tanks, the Sanitary Board
agree to defer that until after the sanitary upgrade is completed. For the people that are here
supporting the Yurt, maybe they are only getting one side of the story and didn’t see the
original CUP.

IX. Next Scheduled Meeting — Regular TPC Meeting — July 1, 2026 @ 430 pm
¢ In an effort to keep the Zoning Ordinance Re-Write and Healing Motion
Options, and Signage moving forward, and after discussion, we are
scheduling a Special TPC meeting on June 24" @ 430 pm.

X. Adjournment
Paul Wilharm, Town Plan Commission

Upon reasonable notice, efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of disabled individuals throngh appropriate aids and services. For additional information or
1o request this service, contact the Town Clerk. Note: It is possible that members of other governmental bodies of the municipality (and possibly a quornm) may
attend this meeting to gather information. No action will be taken by any governmental body at this meeting; other than the governmental body specifically referred to
in this notice.




