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La Pointe Volunteer Fire Department Chief's Monthly Report — July 2026

From joseph wiltz <wiltz32@gmail.com>
Date Wed 7/1/2026 3:23 PM O
To  Max Imholte <administrator@townoflapointewi.gov>; Alex Smith <clerk@townoflapointew g&‘\]b
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Dear Town Board Members, N\

| hope everyone is having a great summer. %/
X«;\'\t\"‘\‘

This past month's training focused on an alternate tanker fill method using our portable pumps. The
drill was very successful and allowed crews to rapidly fill our tankers without relying on the dry hydrant
and portable trailer pump setup. This gives us additional fill site options and improves our operational
flexibility in the event of equipment failures during a large-scale incident.

Lieutenant Pete Wiggins has developed an excellent concept for an alternate water source on the
north end of the island. We are currently evaluating the construction of a small pond on Town-owned
property across from the Town Park, adjacent to the group campsites. This location would significantly
improve our ability to shuttle water to a large portion of the north end while reducing our dependence
on private property owners for access and future improvements. The project could be completed by
the Town crew with minimal expense while providing a substantial enhancement to our firefighting
capabilities. | will continue to keep the Board updated as plans and cost estimates are finalized.

Northwood Technical College has completed its initial inspection of the former ferry housing that will
be used for our acquired structure live burn training this October. | am pleased to report that we have
received approval to move forward pending completion of the remaining checklist items. Live burn
opportunities in acquired structures have become increasingly uncommon due to modern safety
standards, making this an exceptional training opportunity for our firefighters. In addition to providing
invaluable hands-on experience, the building will be removed at very little cost to the Town.

July's training will focus on SCBA (air pack) proficiency. We will also prepare our apparatus for the
Fourth of July Parade by washing the fleet and cleaning the fire station in advance of our annual
community blood drive. As is tradition, the chief officers will prepare the annual Chiefs' Dinner for the
EMS crews volunteering throughout the evening.

Our members responded to several significant incidents this past month, including a serious motor
vehicle accident and a search for a missing paddleboarder. We are especially grateful to have our new
personal watercraft available for water rescue operations. Living in an island community, this has
become an invaluable asset that enhances our ability to respond quickly and safely to emergencies on
the water.

| am also pleased to report that the Community Auxiliary/EMS Committee has held its first meeting
and is off to an outstanding start. | look forward to seeing the positive impact this dedicated group will
have in supporting our department and strengthening our community.
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Thank you all for your continued support of the La Pointe Volunteer Fire Department. It is sincerely
appreciated.

Stay safe,

Chief Jay Wiltz
La Pointe Volunteer Fire Department
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